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Introduction 
 
This version follow-up report provides information on what has been changed in the 

Multilinks Database on Intergenerational Policy Indicators over time. The report enables users 

to trace back through all of the changes made to the database since it was first published in 

September 2011 (version 2.0).  

The Multilinks Database on Intergenerational Policy Indicators is continuously 

monitored and updated. Errors in the data set, information from more reliable sources, new 

indicators and updates are integrated into the database from time to time. For each renewed 

upload of data onto the Internet, a new version is set up. The version designation consists of 

two numbers. The first number indicates how many reference years are included (two at the 

moment). The second number shows how many relaunches of the database have been made to 

up date the data without adding a new reference year (at the moment one).  

A relaunch of the database means that all files and documents (database, data sets for 

statistical analysis, methodological report, code-book) have been revised and updated. These 

files and documents always refer to the most recent version of the database; it is not possible 

to follow up changes from these sources. In the version follow-up report, however, all entries 

from former versions of the database are shown. Most of the changes made are documented. 

This report is a useful tool for controlling whether the data from a previous database version 

that have been used in publications or statistical analysis are still up to date. For each 

indicator there is a report table in which changes are documented. 

The version follow-up report documents all changes of indicator values, indicator 

definitions, and data sources. Changes to general comments and country-specific comments 

are reported only if the content has changed substantially. Furthermore, all extensions of an 

indicator, such as a new reference year or further country information, are documented. 

Corrections of spelling, layout and the like are not listed. 
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Version characteristics 
The following paragraphs describe the main features of the published versions and document 

substantive changes. 

 

Version 2.0 

This version is the first publicly available version of the Multilinks Database on 

Intergenerational Policy Indicators.1 Published in September 2011, version 2.0 for the first 

time includes information for two reference years: 2004 and 2009. There are 76 indicators 

included in the database for 30 European countries.  

Version 2.1 

In this subversion some reorganisation at the level of subthemes has been made. There are 

four new indicators on the level of child allowances. To reduce the number of indicators per 

subtheme the former subtheme on child allowances are subdivided into two subthemes, one 

on eligibility conditions and one on the level of child allowances. Another new subtheme has 

been introduced. The two indicators on credited non-contribution periods for caring in public 

pension schemes are headed under a new subtheme: recognition of care work. 

Seven indicators have been newly introduced: 

• School holidays per school year 
• Effective retirement age of men 
• Effective retirement age of women 
• Child allowance per child in euro – 1 child 
• Child allowance per child in euro – 3 children 
• Child allowance for 1 child as a share of net average income 
• Child allowance for 3 children as a share of net average income 

 
 

                                                 
1 Previous versions included data for the reference year 2004 only; these versions were used by the Multilinks 
project members during the project phase. There was no public access to these data. 
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Version list 

 
Version number Date 

published 
Changes 

2.0 26.09.2011 First open publication of the Multilinks Database on 
Intergenerational Policy Indicators, including the reference 
years 2004 and 2009. 

2.1 13.12.2011 Version 2.1 integrates seven new indicators in the database. 
There were only minor changes with the exception of the two 
indicators for child allowance. Two subthemes have been 
subdivided and reframed. 
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Documentation by indicator 
 

Subtheme: Maternity leave 

Eligibility conditions for maternity leave 
ID: 1010110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Duration of maternity leave 
ID: 1010130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Maternity benefit: Level of compensation 
ID: 1010140 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Parental leave 
 

Eligibility conditions for parental leave 
ID: 1010210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Duration of net parental leave 
ID: 1010220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Eligibility of parental leave compensation 
ID: 1010230 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Parental leave benefit: Length of payment 
ID: 1010240 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Parental leave benefit: Level of compensation 
ID: 1010250 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Childbirth and child-rearing allowances 

Eligibility conditions for child-rearing allowance 
ID: 1010310 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Child-rearing allowance: Length of payment 
ID: 1010320 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Child-rearing allowance: Level of compensation 
ID: 1010330 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Child birth grant available? 
ID: 1010340 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Childbirth grant: amount 
ID: 1010350 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 New indicator label, before it was “Amount granted”. 
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Subtheme: Leave dedicated to fathers 

Eligibility conditions for paternity leave 
ID: 1010410 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Duration of paternity leave 
ID: 1010420 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Paternity leave: Level of compensation 
ID: 1010430 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Leave-quota reserved for the father 
ID: 1010440 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 New comment on Austria 2004 and 2009: “Up to 6 months prolonged payment 

of the child-rearing allowance if both parents share the parental leave.” 
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Subtheme: Comparative leave indicators 

Effective parental leave 
ID: 1010510 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Length of well paid leave 
ID: 1010520 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Care for children younger than 3 years old 

Individual entitlement to childcare services for children under 3 years old 
ID: 1020110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Coverage rate for children under 3 years old 
ID: 1020120 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 Figure for Italy has been changed from 11.2 in 2005 to 11.4 in 2004 because the 

reference in version 2.0 was not correct. The new reference: Istituto degli 
Innocenti (2010) is documented in the methodological report (version 2.1 
upwards). 

 

Childcare usage for children under 3 years old 
ID: 1020130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Full-time childcare usage for children under 3 years old 
ID: 1020140 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Care for children aged 3 to 5 years 

Individual entitlement to childcare services for children aged 3 to 5 years 
ID: 1020210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Coverage rate for children aged 3 to 5 years 
ID: 1020220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Enrolment in (pre-)primary education for children aged 3 to 5 years 
ID: 1020230 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Care costs and opening hours 

Childcare costs - couple 
ID: 1020310 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Childcare costs – single parent 
ID: 1020320 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Opening hours of pre-primary education facilities 
ID: 1020330 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Schooling period 

Begin of compulsory education 
ID: 1030110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

End of compulsory education 
ID: 1030120 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

School expectancy for a 5-year-old 
ID: 1030130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Minimum working age 
ID: 1030140 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Schooling time 

Attendance of before- or after-school childcare 
ID: 1030210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Minimum teaching time in primary education 
ID: 1030220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Minimum teaching time in secondary education 
ID: 1030230 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

School holidays per school year 
ID: 1030240 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 
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Subtheme: Educational participation 

Early leavers from education 
ID: 1030310 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Share of tertiary students 
ID: 1030325 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Participation rates of the 15 to 24 year old population 
ID: 1030340 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Child allowance: eligibility conditions 
(Since version 2.1 the indicators on amount and level of child allowances are moved to a 
newly introduced subtheme) 

Eligibility condition for child allowance: Universal benefit 
ID: 2010110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Age until child allowance is paid 
ID: 2010120 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Variation of child allowance by age 
ID: 2010130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Variation of child allowance by number of children 
ID: 2010140 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Variation of child allowance by other characteristics 
ID: 2010150 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Level of child allowance  
(New subtheme since version 2.1) 

Child allowance per child in euro – 1 child 
ID: 2011510 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 

Child allowance for 1 child as a share of average income 
ID: 2011520 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 

Child allowance per child in euro – 2 children 
ID: 2011530 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 Change in Belgium 2009. Supplement for a 6-12 year old child of 14.53 euro is 

added. Amount per child therefore increase from 119 to 126 euro. 
Change for Cyprus in 2004. For families with lower incomes a supplement at 
different levels is paid. For the net average income a medium supplement has to 
be added. This has not been considered in version 2.0.  From version 2.1 
onwards a supplement is added to the base child allowance. The value for 2004 
changed from 30 to 40 euro per child. 
Change in Estonia 2009. The child allowance for the 1st and 2nd child is two 
times the child allowance rate of 9.59 euro. In version 2.0 only the child 
allowance rate is reported, thus the value change from 10 to 19 euro. 
Change for Italy in 2004 and 2009. Child allowance depends on household 
income. The reference income to calculate the allowance is the gross income 
minus social security contributions. In the former version we set this reference 
income equal to the net income which is wrong. From version 2.1 onwards the 
average gross net income minus social security contributions is taken from 
Eurostat. In this higher income strata child allowance is much lower. The value 
for 2004 changed from 95 to 56 and the value for 2009 has altered from 93 to 61 
euro per child. 
Change in Luxembourg 2009. A supplement of 16.17 for a child in the age of 6-
12 years has not been considered in version 2.0. The value in version 2.1 has 
been change from 220 to 228 euro per child. 
Change for Malta in 2004 and 2009. Child allowance depends on household 
income. The reference income to calculate the allowance is the gross income 
minus social security contributions. In the former version we set this reference 
income equal to the net income which is wrong. From version 2.1 onwards the 
average gross net income minus social security contributions is taken from 
Eurostat. In this higher income strata child allowance is lower. The value for 
2004 changed from 61 to 54 and the value for 2009 has altered from 48 to 41 
euro per child. 
Change in Portugal 2009. For a child aged between 12 and 36 months the basic 
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child allowance is doubled if there is a second child in the household. This is not 
considered in version 2.0. Therefore the child allowance changed in version 2.1 
from 23 to 34 euro per child. 
Change in Romania 2009. Flat rate state child allowance is 48 euro for child 
younger than 2 and 10 euro for child aged 2 or older. The model case includes a 
two year old child. In version 2.0 for this child a benefit of 48 euro has been 
considered. However 10 euro is correct. The value changed from 36 to 24 euro 
in version 2.1. 
The indicator is classified in a newly introduced subtheme (in the previous 
version under the subtheme “Child allowances”). Therefore the indicator ID has 
been changed from 2010155 to 2011530. This affects also the variable name in 
the statistical dataset.  
In addition, the name of the indicator has been changed because child allowance 
for two other model families are now included which differ with regard to 
number of children. Therefore, the number of children is now part of the 
indicator title. 

 

Child allowance for 2 children as a share of average income 
ID: 2011540 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 Change in Belgium 2009. Supplement for a 6-12 year old child of 14.53 euro is 

added. Share of average income therefore increase from 12.0 to 12.7 percent. 
Change for Cyprus in 2004. For families with lower incomes a supplement at 
different levels is paid. For the net average income a medium supplement has to 
be added. This has not been considered in version 2.0.  From version 2.1 a 
supplement is added to the base child allowance. The value for 2004 changed 
from 4.6 to 6.2 percent of net average income. 
Change in Estonia 2009. The child allowance for the 1st and 2nd child is two 
times the child allowance rate of 9.59 euro. In version 2.0 only the child 
allowance rate is considered, thus the share of average income change from 3.0 
to 6.0 percent. 
Change for Italy in 2004 and 2009. Child allowance depends on household 
income. The reference income to calculate the allowance is the gross income 
minus social security contributions. In the former version we set this reference 
income equal to the net income which is wrong. From version 2.1 onwards the 
average gross net income minus social security contributions is taken from 
Eurostat. In this higher income strata child allowance is much lower. The value 
for 2004 changed from 13.7 to 8.0 and the value for 2009 has altered from 11.6 
to 7.5 percent of average net income. 
Change in Luxembourg 2009. A supplement of 16.17 for a child in the age of 6-
12 years has not been considered in version 2.0. The value in version 2.1 has 
been change from 14.9 to 15.5 percent of average net income. 
Change for Malta in 2004 and 2009. Child allowance depends on household 
income. The reference income to calculate the allowance is the gross income 
minus social security contributions. In the former version we set this reference 
income equal to the net income which is wrong. From version 2.1 onwards the 
average gross net income minus social security contributions is taken from 
Eurostat. In this higher income strata child allowance is lower. The value for 
2004 changed from 12.4 to 10.9 and the value for 2009 has altered from 8.1 to 
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6.8 percent of average net income. 
Change in Portugal 2009. For a child aged between 12 and 36 months the basic 
child allowance is doubled if there is a second child in the household. This is not 
considered in version 2.0. Therefore the child allowance as a share of average 
net income changed from 4.1 to 6.1 percent. 
Change in Romania 2009. Flat rate state child allowance is 48 euro for child 
younger than 2 and 10 euro for child aged 2 or older. The model case includes a 
two year old child. In version 2.0 for this child a benefit of 48 euro has been 
considered. However 10 euro is correct. The value changed from 24.1 to 16.1 
percent of net average income. 
The indicator is classified in a newly introduced subtheme (in the previous 
version under the subtheme “Child allowances”). Therefore the indicator ID has 
been changed from 2010160 to 2011540. This affects also the variable name in 
the statistical dataset.  
In addition, the name of the indicator has been changed because child allowance 
for two other model families are now included which differ with regard to 
number of children. Therefore, the number of children is now part of the 
indicator title. 

Child allowance per child in euro – 3 children 
ID: 2011550 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 

Child allowance for 3 children as a share of average income 
ID: 2011560 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 



Multilinks Database Version Report   23

Subtheme: Tax allowance 

Tax deduction for children 
ID: 2010210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Tax credit for children 
ID: 2010220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Tax difference by income composition (family income: 133 percent of 
average income) 
ID: 2010230 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Tax difference by income composition (family income: 200 percent of 
average income) 
ID: 2010240 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 



Multilinks Database Version Report   24

Subtheme: Public income support for children 

Public income support for a single parent 
ID: 2010310 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Public income support for a couple with children (medium income) 
ID: 2010320 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Public income support for a couple with children (high income) 
ID: 2010330 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Legal obligations towards children 

Age until a child can benefit from a maintenance allowance 
ID: 2020110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Legal obligations of other relatives to support children 
ID: 2020120 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Structure of care service provision 

Access to care services 
ID: 3010110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Cash for care payment 
ID: 3010125 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

To whom is the care allowance paid 
ID: 3010130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Formalisation of care benefit use 
ID: 3010135 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Minimum care allowance per month 
ID: 3010140 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Maximum care allowance per month 
ID: 3010150 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Care service recipients 

Persons living in care institutions 
ID: 3010210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Home-based care recipients 
ID: 3010220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Pension entitlements 
(Two new indicators have been integrated in the subtheme with version 2.1. Therefore the two 
indicators on recognition of family care giving have been moved to a new subtheme. 

Standard retirement age: Men 
ID: 4010110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Standard retirement age: Women 
ID: 4010120 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 

Effective retirement age: Men 
ID: 4010125 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 
 

Effective retirement age: Women 
ID: 4010126 
Version Reporting 
2.0 Not part of version 2.0. 
2.1 First published 
 

Minimum contribution period 
ID: 4010130 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Minimum income security in old age 

Minimum pension, related to contribution period 
ID: 4010210 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Non-contributory minimum pension 
ID: 4010220 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Social assistance scheme for the elderly 
ID: 4010230 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Level of minimum social security in old age 
ID: 4010440 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Net replacement rates 

Net replacement rates: Standard pensioner 
ID: 4010310 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Net replacement rates: Low-income case 
ID: 4010320 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Net replacement rates: Increasing income case 
ID: 4010330 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Net replacement rates: Broken career case 
ID: 4010440 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 

Net replacement rates: 3 years of childcare 
ID: 4010450 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
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Subtheme: Recognition of care work 
(New subthemes since version 2.1.) 

Credited non-contributions periods for child rearing 
ID: 4010410 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No change in data, but indicator is classified in a newly introduced subtheme (in 

the previous version under the subtheme “pension entitlements”). Therefore the 
indicator ID has been changed from 4010140 to 4010410. This affects also the 
variable name in the statistical dataset. 

 

Credited non-contributions periods for caring for an adult 
ID: 4010420 
Version Reporting 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No change in data, but indicator is classified in a newly introduced subtheme (in 

the previous version under the subtheme “pension entitlements”). Therefore the 
indicator ID has been changed from 4010150 to 4010420. This affects also the 
variable name in the statistical dataset. 
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Subtheme: Legal obligation towards parents 

Children’s legal obligation to support parents 
ID: 4020110 
Version Reporting 
2.0 First published 
2.1 No changes made. 
 
End of indicator list 
 


